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Lack of papers pérpetuates Indonesms poverty cycle

Dian Kuswandini
The Jakarta Post/Jakarta

rF he government must
provide poor people
il with affordable and
/1 easy access to the official
identity papers that give them
rights as citizens, asset hoid-
ers and workers, a global
working group has said.
Proper enforcement of regit-
lations. could help poor people
break out of the poverty cycle
by providing them with greater
protection and opportunities,
\| -the. Commission on Legal
1 Empowerment of the Poor
I, (CLEP} and the United Nati-
" -ons Development Programme

(UNDP) said Thursday. .
And, the group said, such

papers could do more to help
poor people than cash assis-

tance. “In many cases, poor
people are unable to take part
in social activities, even to help
them get out of poverty itself,
due to, for example, the
absence of a valid national ID
card or birth certificate,” CLEP
executive director Naresh
Singh said at the launch of the
commission’s report; -

The lack of papers means
poor people’s. volces go
unheard, making.them unrec-
ognized in society. and there-
fore trapped in poverty, he said.

To give poor people proper-

-rty nghts the group has rec-
. ommended the state erable
commumty—ba,sed owneérship
that will enhance people’s
_&sset base and protect them
. from arbitrary selzures.

- With eviction still wide-
spread in Indonesia, the group
has demanded the govern-
" ment develop legal guidelines

for forced relocations, includ- .

ing fair compensation.

“The government must sim—-
plify procedures to register.

‘and transfer land and proper-
ty,” Naresh said.

Legal recognition of prop-
erty rights, he said, would
open opportunities for the
poor to use their assets as col-

lateral to seek busmess loans
or mortgages.

The group also called on the
government to scrap the diffi-
cult and expensive procedures
required to obtain business
licenses. °

UNDP senior advisor Mas
Achmad Santosa said his
office and the National Devel-
opment Planning Agency
{Bappenas} would heip imple-
ment the group’s recommen-
dations by incorporating them
into the state’s five-year plan
for 2010-2015.

“The recommended actions

for legal empowerment for the

poor would be made main-
strearmn through the state’s

tive-year plan "he said.

In a bid to make the recom- '

mendations workable, the
group provided some examples
for the government to follow.

One of the successful case
studies is a successful effort
carried out by Central Java’s
Suraksrta Mayor Joko Wido-
do, who 'used a friendly
approach to relocate some 900
illegal street vendors and pro-
vided them with better oppor-
tunities to continue their
businesses.

“The street vendors had
occupied the Banjarsari area
for 15 years and no one had
managed to relocate them,”
Joko said.

Using a personal approach
and -friendly dialogues, Joko
managed to reach a compro-
mise with them. He allocated
some of the regional budget to
provide the vendors with free-
of-charge business permits,
property use rights certifi-
cates and identity cards.

Each. vendor also received
Rp 5 million (US$537.6) and a
new free kiosk worth up to Rp
90" million. They are required
to pay Rp 2,600 a day in fees.

. So how did he convince the
street vendors to move?

“I asked the Solo Palace to
lend their soldiers to guard
the vendors on their way fo
the new location,” Joko said.




